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Good afternoon, my name is Justin Wood and I am the director of Organizing and
Strategic Research at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest. Thank you for holding
this hearing on the critical issue of pupil transportation in New York City. Like many
here today, we believe the current pupil transportation system needs fundamental
reform, and that private bus companies need to be held accountable to families
(particularly students with disabilities who make up a disproportionate share of the
bused.population), to the communities that host thousands of diesel buses, and to the
drivers and attendants who want to provide safe, efficient service.
I want to draw your attention to the unequal burden that toxic emissions from bus
engines place on communities where large bus depots are clustered, many of which are
burdened with a legacy of cumulative pollution and unequitable siting. We recently
made a map of bus companies operating DOE routes for the 2017-2018 school year, and
confirmed the location of each company’s depot using Google Earth. As you can see,
depots housing hundreds of school buses are located in East New York, South Bronx,
Red Hook, Coney Island, and Southeast Queens:

Some of these depots are very large, dispatching hundreds of buses every school
day. Moreover, some drivers may return to the depot during the break between their
morning and afternoon routes, resulting and hundreds of additional diesel bus trips in
and out of host communities.
Diesel buses are just one of the cumulative pollution sources causing public health
problems in environmental justice communities. These neighborhoods are also home to
major highways, waste transfer stations, and other diesel truck-intensive industries.
Unsurprisingly, the State Comptroller’s report on the prevalence and cost of asthma
identified these same communities as having some of the highest asthma rates in the
state.
We applaud the Council for holding this timely hearing and introducing several bills to
ensure transparency in the pupil transportation system. We suggest that required
reporting by bus contractors and DOE should include the length of routes (including
distances traveled to and from the bus depot), the age and type of each bus engine, and
the average amount of time students spend on the bus each day so we can better
assess the environmental and public health impacts and costs of the current system.
Moreover, as with City procurement of other services and goods, we believe the current
focus on bus contractors is an opportunity to pass forward-looking legislation that will
set higher environmental, labor, and service standards in the school bus industry, such
as a transition to electric and low-emissions buses, and worker-owned bus
companies. We look forward to working with the Council, with the administration, and
with the broad group of families and advocates here today on these pressing issues.
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