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Thank you so much for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. My name is Eman 

Rimawi and I work for the Disability Justice Program at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

(“NYLPI”). I’m also a double amputee with lupus and I use a walker. 

 

For almost four years, I have worked at NYLPI as the Access-A-Ride coordinator and organizer 

to help people with disabilities who use New York City’s paratransit service obtain better 

service. Through this work, and from my own personal experience, I have realized that 

paratransit isn’t the only access issue that we as people with disabilities face.  

 

Accessible streets play an essential role in the lives of all New Yorkers in many ways, from 

going to a grocery store, or using a taxi, or even getting to our jobs! And yet, there is so much 

inaccessibility in our city. How can New York City be the best city in the world and exclude one 

of the most disenfranchised communities out there. I can’t hide who I am. And I won’t. If people 

don’t want to associate with someone like me, I’m not interested in associating with them. 

Unfortunately, that doesn’t always work. Especially when you’re talking about access and you 

need to request accommodations from the City.  

 

NYLPI, since being named a member of Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s 

Accessibility Task Force - a group composed of various stakeholders and advocates to tackle 

barriers to access for seniors and persons with disabilities - has begun partnering with other 

elected officials to raise awareness around street and sidewalk inaccessibility, as well as the 

rights of all other New York City residents and visitors to enjoy streets and sidewalks clear of 

obstructions. NYLPI’s efforts have centered on prompt snow removal as well as other 

obstructions. 



 

Property owners are expected to clear snow and ice off of sidewalks to create a four-foot-wide 

path for pedestrians, including pedestrian walkways (curb cuts). Property owners and 

businesses must also keep sidewalks clean, as well as clear of objects that obstruct 

passage.Failure to comply with local laws governing snow and obstruction removal can lead to 

fines.   Prompt snow and obstruction removal is especially critical for seniors and individuals 

with mobility impairments, like me.   

 

Unfortunately, I’ve seen sidewalks obstructed by trash and snow more times than I can count in 

all five boroughs, including in very busy areas like Grand Concourse in the Bronx and or in 

downtown Brooklyn! I’ve had to climb over such barriers, which isn’t easy for someone like me 

to do, or hope that a stranger will help me over. I have had to go into the street to get where I 

need to go. When I still used a wheelchair, sometimes I’d have to go back the way I came and 

cross the street because I physically couldn’t get over or around an obstruction, and there was 

no one around to help.  No one should have to do that.  It is unacceptable.  And how is it fair to 

me? Am I not an equal citizen under the law? Why does it seem like the City puts the 

responsibility of watching out for, reporting and potentially arguing with these property owners 

on every-day citizens, rather than on the officials in the agencies who are being paid to do it? 

 

 .  

 

Additionally, fallen trees or branches are a huge problem, especially in Queens. You can report 

trees and branches that have fallen on public property, but oftentimes, it takes a while to get it 

removed.  

 

Pedestrian ramps/curb cuts are not up to par in any borough! I’ve gotten better at going up and 

down inaccessible pedestrian ramps and curb cuts, but sometimes it’s impossible. It’s as if no 

one asks anyone with a physical disability if these pedestrian ramps/curb cuts actually work. A 

few ramps that I absolutely loathe are attached to public libraries. One is the main library on 

42nd and 6th, and the other is the one by Prospect Park. I don’t know who designed them, but 

I’m always worried about flying down the ramp and into the street. I know I’m not the only one 

because I’ve talked to dozens of people with mobility issues who feel the same way about those 

ramps and other inaccessible curb cuts, that clearly received no input from the disability 

community.  

 

Relatively new concerns, since the start of the Covid-19 crisis, are accessibility issues caused 

by outdoor dining. I have seen a number of outdoor dining set-ups that block the entire sidewalk 

in Manhattan, and I’ve had to go into the street to avoid them. I’m able to do that because I use 

a walker and my balance is improving, but people who use wheelchairs have had a worse time 

getting around those blockages. I’ve had people tell me they simply have to go back the way 

they came so that they can cross the street at the corner. That’s exhausting to have to do all the 

time! 

 



We really need to think about the negative impact blocking sidewalks has on the disability 

community. But we aren’t the only ones. What about people with strollers, or luggage, or 

packages? The same way elevators are for everyone, so are accessible sidewalks! 

 

Again, thank you for allowing us to share testimony. It is vitally important to keep streets and 

sidewalks clear of obstructions, particularly for seniors and persons with disabilities because we 

often have mobility devices that need the space to get through.  

 

Please feel free to contact me to discuss these issues further. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eman Rimawi, Access-A-Ride Coordinator and Organizer 

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

151 West 30th Street, 11th floor 

New York, NY  10001 

erimawi@nylpi.org 

(212) 244-4664 

 

About New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

For over 40 years, NYLPI has been a leading civil rights and legal services advocate for 

New Yorkers marginalized by race, poverty, disability, and immigration status. Through 

our community lawyering model, we bridge the gap between traditional civil legal 

services and civil rights, building strength and capacity for both individual solutions and 

long-term impact. Our work integrates the power of individual representation, impact 

litigation, organizing, and policy campaigns. Guided by the priorities of our communities, 

we strive to achieve equality of opportunity and self-determination for people with 

disabilities, create equal access to health care, ensure immigrant opportunity, secure 

environmental justice for low-income communities of color, and strengthen local 

nonprofits. 

 

About NYLPI’s Disability Justice Program 



NYLPI has a long history of advocating for New Yorkers with disabilities. NYLPI’s 

Disability Justice Program has long fought for equal access to public transportation for 

persons with disabilities, and is a founding member of the Access-A-Ride Reform Group 

(AARRG!). Recent court successes include a landmark suit which resulted in improved 

access to paratransit services for people with disabilities who are limited English 

proficient. Serving as amici curiae before the  New York State Supreme Court, 

Appellate Division, NYLPI advocated for continued elevator installations throughout the 

subway system, in order to improve accessibility for people with disabilities.  

 

 


