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Coalition: NY Renews Responds to Passage of Build Back Better Act in the House of
Representatives

Today, the House of Representatives passed the Build Back Better Act (BBB), representing the

largest governmental investment in the public since FDR’s New Deal. While NY Renews

celebrates passage of this historic and landmark legislation, the people’s government must

ensure instances of racism and bigotry exercised as part of the implementation of the New Deal,

which subsequently prevented Indigenous, Black and Brown people from creating and

maintaining generational wealth, are not replicated. Implementing BBB from the lens of New

York’s watershed Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA), which directs

40% of investments to disadvantaged communities, will assist with this undertaking.

NY Renews celebrates the fact that efforts to address the climate crisis, at $555 Billion,

represents the largest portion of the $1.75 Trillion legislation, including financial incentives for

the manufacturing of “clean” technologies. While investing in alternative energy sources is an

imperative variable of the Just Transition equation, the Congress must not allow dedication of

any funding to false solutions like carbon capture and sequestration, direct air capture, or

hydrogen combustion. We refer you to the recent NY Renews report, Gas and Trash: How the
Fossil Fuel Industry is Holding Back a Just Transition. Therein, we outline how these

technologies continue a status quo approach of dig, burn, and emit while subjecting frontline

communities to disproportionate exposure of toxic pollution, dirty emissions, and extraction.
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NY Renews has long held that the climate crisis is largely formed by intersecting crises including

racial, gender, and economic injustices that can only be extirpated through intersectional

solutions. That’s why we’re encouraged that BBB includes initiatives to increase access to

Universal Pre-K, expanded child tax credits, Medicaid expansion via affordable home care, and

four weeks of paid family leave. These provisions, in part, represent elements of regenerative

and feminist economies that center those most and historically marginalized by a runaway

capitlaist system that too often treats people and workers as detritus and disposal entities.

Moreover, the inclusion of affordable housing is epochal as we believe that housing is a human

right and will become even more salient as the climate crisis intensifies.

We would like to extend gratitude to our Congressional Delegation for their votes on this

package. In particular, NY Renews recognizes and extends accolades to Rep. Jamaal Bowman

and Rep. Alexandria Ocassio-Cortez for demonstrating both political valor and keen

parliamentary acumen by voting, “No” on the so-called Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework, in

an effort to establish and maintain the necessary leverage to bring the BBB up for a vote and

secure its passage in the House. It will take this kind of conviction to secure passage in the

Senate chamber. NY Renews has full confidence that Chuck Schumer, our Senator and the

Senate Majority Leader will exercise the necessary leadership to ensure BBB reaches the

president’s desk for his signature.

Finally, NY Renews calls on Governor Hochul to use the momentum of this moment and

dedicate at least $15 Billion to fund and implement the CLCPA. Once BBB is signed into law,

she will have more latitude to fund New York’s Just Transition and continue our station as the

leading climate justice state in the nation. Now is the time to exercise bold, visionary, and

requisite steps to confront the climate crisis head on and dismantle it in an effort to lay the

groundwork for a just, equitable, and resilient New York.
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