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Good morning, my name is Justin Wood I am the Director of Policy at New York Lawyers for the Public 

Interest (NYLPI), which is a member of the Transform Don’t Trash NYC coalition.   

Thank you to Chair Reynoso, all of the Council members, DSNY Commissioner Grayson, and the 

formidable City Council and agency staff teams who have worked so well with the communities, 

workers, businesses, and all New Yorkers, who have so much at stake in our solid waste system.  

Together we’ve achieved what previous administrations and councils could not: legislation addressing 

the longstanding disproportionate burdens our waste system creates for environmental justice 

communities, and policies that will address the notorious inefficiency, worker exploitation, public safety, 

and outsized pollution endemic to the current commercial waste system. 

We urge the next administration and Council to continue the important work of this committee and this 

agency.  And there is major work still to be done. 

1.  Waste Equity:  We must continue the progress on waste equity by allowing both commercial and 

residential waste to be processed at the City’s state-of-the art marine and rail facilities, as called for in 

the 2005 Solid Waste Management Plan.  These facilities should function as a key part of the commercial 

waste zone system being implemented in the coming months.  This would further reduce truck miles, 

improve public safety in the districts currently receiving disproportionate amounts of commercial waste, 

and allow material to flow to public facilities with good safety practices and good union jobs. 

We also urge the City to do everything in its authority to deny proposals by private waste transfer 

stations to expand, modify, or transfer permitted capacity, especially in communities that 

have historically borne disproportionate pollution and public safety hazards associated with these waste 

handling and carting facilities. Exemptions and new permits to truck additional waste through 

environmental justice communities to landfills is inconsistent with the spirit of Local Law 152 and the 

Solid Waste Management Plan and would severely undermine the city’s zero-waste and recycling goals. 

2.  Zero Waste:  New York City’s appropriately ambitious Zero by 2030 goal is rapidly receding as our 

recycling rates stagnate.  We must rapidly increase waste reduction, recycling, and especially organic 

waste recycling – in both the residential and commercial sectors. 

For commercial businesses, providers contracted to participate in the Commercial Waste Zone system 

must be prepared to make major investments in composting and recycling collection and processing 

infrastructure, and to work in unprecedented partnership with their customers to divert the massive 

amount of organic and recyclable material generated by NYC businesses.  This will require a clear and 

enforceable commitment to transparency so that customers understand exactly how their recyclables 

are processed, how services are priced, and how much waste they are producing.   



 
 

To this end, we urge the City to ensure that every business customer receives transparent, independent, 

qualified, and regular waste audits and consultation to help maximize waste reduction and diversion, 

and to realize savings.    

For the residential sector, New York urgently needs a universal organics recycling program that 

mandates proper separation, collection and processing of food and yard waste just like other designated 

recyclable materials.  Organics recycling is especially critical for the millions of New Yorkers who rent or 

own apartments in multifamily buildings, many of whom cannot access the limited opt-in curbside 

composting program being rolled out now.  Finally, we must build on the cumulative consumer behavior 

changes that the single-use bag fee has enabled and do the same with other single-use plastics.  

We know that in both commercial and residential sectors, composting and recycling can be major 

generators of good, local, green jobs and are critical to reducing the lifecycle climate emissions from 

waste, which New York State’s Climate Action Council’s 20-year estimates are larger contributor to 

greenhouse gas emissions than previously estimated.1 

We appreciate the opportunity to testify today, and look forward to working with the Council, DSNY, 

and other agencies to make NYC’s equity and zero-waste goals a reality. 
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New York Lawyers for the Public Interest has fought for more than 40 years to protect civil rights and 
achieve lived equality for communities in need.  NYLPI combines the power of law, organizing, and the 
private bar to make lasting change where it’s needed most.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 New York State Climate Action Council Meeting Presentation, July 22, 2021.  Available at:  
https://climate.ny.gov/Climate-Action-Council/Meetings-and-Materials 
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