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Good morning, my name is Caroline Soussloff, and I am a Legal Fellow in the Environmental
Justice Program at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI). NYLPI works with
communities across the New York City area to combat inequalities, injustices, and infringements
on civil rights. Our Environmental Justice program has advocated and litigated against the
inequitable distribution of environmental burdens and benefits in our City for almost three
decades. Thank you to the Council, the Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing,
and Chair Chin for the opportunity to testify in support of Intro 1775-B, the “Skip the Stuff” bill.

For decades, we have partnered with Environmental Justice communities to fight for a more
equitable solid waste management system. Our City’s waste infrastructure, such as waste transfer
stations and truck depots, has historically been concentrated in a few low-income communities of
color. These communities have, for too long, borne the brunt of the resulting poor air quality,
unsafe traffic, noise, odors, and vermin, with measurable repercussions for public health.

For this reason, NYLPI has long supported comprehensive, equitable reforms to reduce and
divert the massive amount of waste that NYC currently trucks to landfills and incinerators.
Reducing waste at its source is an important piece of this effort because the more solid waste that
is produced, the more the communities who live adjacent to waste infrastructure suffer. We urge
the City to build on the widespread behavior changes that the single-use bag fee has enabled and
do the same with other single-use plastics.

There is an especially urgent need for waste reduction on the commercial side, and this bill is
well-timed to help support the implementation of Local Law 199 of 2019, New York’s landmark
Commercial Waste Zones Law. It is our recommendation that the Commercial Waste Zone
contracts being negotiated next year will include strong incentives for both the selected haulers
and their customers to implement robust waste reduction programs. This bill will help business
to reduce one source of plastic waste.

Reducing our City’s reliance on single-use plastics has far-reaching implications for
Environmental Justice. The pollution from plastic not only harms the Environmental Justice
communities where plastic waste ends up, but also the Environmental Justice communities where
plastic is produced in the first place. The petrochemical facilities that produce the plastic pellets
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used to make single-use plastic items are overwhelmingly sited in low-income communities and
communities of color, where they pump toxic chemicals and greenhouse gases into the air.

Petrochemical manufacturing, as well as municipal solid waste processing, are both major
sources of climate pollution. Because petrochemical manufacturing guzzles up fossil fuels, our
reliance on plastic is closely tied to our reliance on oil and natural gas. Reducing plastic usage in
our City is thus a step towards climate resilience.

This bill is a straightforward, common-sense measure: it spares consumers from receiving items
they do not want in the first place and will likely never end up using, and it will be easy and
extremely cost-effective for businesses to comply with. In sum, Intro 1775-B would help
alleviate significant environmental injustices, while reducing waste and benefitting business
owners. We therefore urge the Council to vote to “Skip the Stuff!”

Thank you all for your time and consideration today.
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