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A coalition of mental health, criminal justice, cross-disability and legal rights 
groups came to Albany to call on the Legislature to reject proposals by 
Governor Hochul to expand coercive court-ordered care provisions of 
Kendra’s Law. They decried the current atmosphere that they say has 
wrongly portrayed New Yorkers with major mental illnesses as dangerous and 
that is being used to threaten their civil rights.  
 
Instead, they pointed to an array of new services proposed by the 
Administration and the Legislature that they say will effectively engage New 
Yorkers in mental distress without the involvement of courts and coercion. 
 
“In response to defamatory and discriminatory calls to ‘crack down on,’ 
criminalize and institutionalize people with mental illnesses, we have seen 
several proposals from the Hochul Administration that we find alarming and 
unacceptable,” said Harvey Rosenthal, CEO of the New York Association of 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services.   
  
Previously, the advocates had praised the Governor for putting together “far 
and away the best mental health budget we have seen in the last three 
decades” that included a long-sought 5.4% COLA for the workforce, much-
needed supported housing and the creation of 20 Safe Options Support teams 
to expand engagement efforts for homeless New Yorkers with mental illness.  
 
The Administration has also worked with the Legislature to create an 
innovative continuum of crisis services that includes the establishment of a 
new 9-8-8 mental health hotline and 24 new intensive and supportive crisis 
stabilization centers. 
 
“These initiatives represent the appropriate, responsive and responsible 
methods of expanding a long underfunded mental health system and 
expanding their reach to engage and assist tens of thousands of unserved or 
underserved New Yorkers in need,” said Kimberly Blair, Public Policy and 
Advocacy Manager for the National Alliance on Mental Illness of New York 
City, a group that represents family members throughout the downstate 
area.  
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Governor Hochul’s proposed expansion of Kendra’s Law would require 
someone who has completed a six-month Kendra’s Law court order to be 
returned to an order without due process, would require healthcare providers 
to submit patient information without patient consent and would broaden 
criteria to commit people to involuntary outpatient treatment if they have 
difficulty meeting their needs for food, clothing, and shelter.  
 
“The Governor’s proposals jeopardize key legal rights and protections and, if 
adopted, will immediately lead to legal challenges,” said Ruth Lowenkron, 
Director of the Disability Justice Program at New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest.  
 
The advocates lauded the proposal of the Legislature’s Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic & Asian Caucus to reject and replace the coercive measures with 
major investments in our broken mental health systems of care.  "I don't 
think expanding Kendra's Law would directly address these underlying 
causes of public safety issues and wouldn't provide the comprehensive 
mental health services we want to see in our communities and communities 
that have been really most impacted by violence, as well as communities 
that have had the least access to mental health services in our state,” said 
Senator Julia Salazar over the weekend.  
 
Senate Mental Health Committee Chair Samra Brouk has been leading the 
charge to expand and improve services and to oppose regressive proposals 
that rely on coercion.  “Over the past few years, I have been really trying to 
expand supports, care and compassionate assistance for New Yorkers with 
serious mental illnesses,” Brouk told Capital Tonight this week. “But what 
we must not do is to return to the onerous policies of the past and force 
more people with mental illness to be placed on coercive treatment orders,” 
she said.  
 
“NYS has spent the last decade divesting funding from our mental health 
system. Now is the time to re-invest these funds and to ensure that people 
receive the care they need,” Brouk continued. “It is not the time to expand 
coercive measures that will only further harm those with serious mental 
illness.” 
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Assembly Mental Health Committee Chair Aileen Gunther is seeking an 
agreement to extend but not expand the law, she tweeted this afternoon, 
expecting a final agreement to merely extend the law .  
 
“We come today to call for an end to this atmosphere of fear and falsehood 
and the desire to force so many of us into the same failed services that hadn’t 
worked so many times before,” said Maura Kelley, advocacy coordinator for 
Western New York Independent Living. “Despite several terrible tragedies 
involving several people with mental illness, we reject this wholesale 
characterization of people with mental illness as violent, as well as the move 
to ‘round them up’ and/or ‘lock them up’ that will likely drive away more 
people in need,” Kelley added. 
 
“We are being wrongly seen as violent by some in the public and politicians,” 
said Felix Guzman of Correct Crisis Intervention Today-NYC. “In actuality, we 
are far more often its victims, pointing to studies that show people with 
mental illnesses are eleven times more likely to be the victims of general 
violence and five times more likely to be murder victims.” 
 
Caucus Chair and Assembly Member Michaelle Solages pointed to the huge 
disparity in the issuance of Kendra’s Law court orders, with four out of five 
orders levied at Black and Brown people in New York City, and three out of 
five statewide.  “Many of these individuals are crying out for our help and 
support—and scooping them up involuntarily is not the solution,” noted Solages. 
 
Chackupurackal Mathai of Friends of Recovery-NY and the NYS Behavioral 
Health Advisory Council stated:  The racial inequities in Kendra’s Law must 
not be dismissed. They are real and ignoring their impact is more costly and 
only keeps the focus away from investing in real solutions for engaging and 
supporting Black and Brown communities across the state. 
 
“What we need is a shift from a focus on public safety to a focus on public 
health, improving services and supports for our family members, friends and 
neighbors who are engaged in the process of recovery from major mental 
illnesses,” said Rosenthal. “In doing so, we must adopt policies that fix our 
state’s broken mental health system, rather than force people into the same 
services that had previously failed them,” he said.  
 
New York must make major investments in an expansion of nationally 
acclaimed innovations, including ”low threshold” housing for people who may 
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not yet be sober and stable, Fountain House clubhouse services and peer-led 
INSET models that have engaged 80% of individuals who otherwise might 
have been placed on a Kendra’s Law order.  
 


