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Advocates Blast State’s Secretive Efforts to  
Curtail Rights of People with Mental Illnesses 

  
Contacts: Harvey Rosenthal, NYAPRS  

                                                     518-527-0564 
     Ruth Lowenkron, NYLPI 
     917-804-8209 

 
April 4, 2022.  Behind closed doors, state government is making decisions 
that will further stigmatize and threaten the rights of New Yorkers with 
mental illnesses.  
 
The process is being driven by public fears, headlines and political 
considerations in the run up to election season. 
 
NYAPRS, NYLPI and a broad array of mental health, civil rights, cross-
disability and criminal justice advocacy groups are strong proponents of 
increased public safety – but not at the expense of people with mental 
illnesses, who are eleven times more likely to be victims of violence and five 
times more likely to be victims of murder.   
 
As government officials and politicians are rushing to make momentous policy 
decisions behind closed doors that may appear as responsible and effective 
responses, many are based on false narratives and flawed analyses that 
should be regarded as outrageous, unjust and unconstitutional. 
 
State and City responses to adequately engage people in mental health crisis 
and to provide appropriate types and levels of services and housing are being 
ruled by two wholly inappropriate major themes: coercion and 
confinement. 
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Governor Hochul began this budget session with a number of excellent 
proposals -- including funding to address the workforce crisis and expand 
housing, community outreach and crisis initiatives -- that were met with great 
acclaim by the New York Association of Psychiatric Services (NYAPRS), New 
York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) and the greater advocacy 
community.  
 
At the same, however, the Governor sought to greatly limit the due process 
rights of New Yorkers with mental illnesses, by expanding the use of 
involuntary outpatient commitment (Kendra’s Law) in ways that will deny due 
process rights of New Yorkers with mental illnesses, despite strong objections 
from NYAPRS, NYLPI and other mental health, cross-disability, criminal 
justice reform and legal and civil rights groups.  
 
Further, last minute proposals that intermix mental health and criminal 
justice and bail policy has taken us in disastrous directions, adding a third 
option to jail and bail. If approved, criminal court judges -- who have no 
previous training or experience in mental health law -- will have the power 
to have people taken to hospitals for assessment and possible involuntary 
admission to psychiatric wards in response to unadjudicated allegations and 
without due process protections.  
 
Taken together, these proposed expansions to send countless more New 
Yorkers to emergency rooms for assessment and possible commitments will 
overwhelm hospitals and neutralize gains from the Governor’s announcement 
to re-open psychiatric 600 beds closed during the pandemic, along with 
workforce rate hikes for inpatient and outpatient services 
 
As outlined by newly-released guidance from the Office of Mental Health, our 
laws already permit  commitment to a psychiatric hospital for people with 
mental illnesses who are a danger to themselves or others.  All other efforts 
to support public safety must concentrate on using unprecedented available 
funding sources to expand innovative specialized housing, crisis, outreach 
and engagement and peer support services that have been sorely 
underfunded for decades.  
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About New York Association for Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services 
(NYAPRS) 
Since 1981, the New York Association of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services 
has represented a unique partnership of people who use and/or provides 
services and supports. In doing so, we have served as a state and national 
change agent dedicated to improving services, public policies and social 
conditions for people with mental health, substance use and trauma-related 
challenges, by promoting health, wellness, rights and recovery, with full 
community inclusion, so that all may achieve maximum potential in 
communities of choice.   
 
About New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) 
Founded in 1976 by leaders of the bar, New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest is a community-driven civil rights organization that pursues justice 
for all New Yorkers. NYLPI works toward a New York where all people can 
thrive in their communities, with quality healthcare and housing, safe jobs, 
good schools, and healthy neighborhoods.  
 
NYLPI’s Disability Justice Program works to advance the civil rights of New 
Yorkers with disabilities. NYLPI disability advocates have represented 
thousands of individuals and won campaigns improving the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers. Our landmark victories include integration into 
the community for people with mental illness, securing the right of those in 
psychiatric hospitals to access the outdoors, and establishing the right to 
mental health discharge planning when leaving institutions. 
 
 


